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REPLY TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



In Reply to the Election/Restriction Requirement of 09/13/2006, the Applicant provision- 
ally elects Group L Claims 1-6 and 11-31 for prosecution, with traverse , for the reasons stated in 
the following Remarks. 

REMARKS 

In the Election/Restriction Requirement of 09/13/06, the Examiner restricted this applica- 
tion to one of two purportedly "distinct" inventions under 35 U.S.C. 121, and required an elec- 
tion between them for prosecution. This Election/Restriction Requirement is respectfully trav- 
ersed , for the following reasons. 

35 U.S.C. 121 provides that, "If two or more independent and distinct inventions are 
claimed in one application, the Director may require the application to be restricted to one of the 
inventions." (Emphasis added.) 

However, the "Director" has interpreted the plain meaning of the above language to mean 
"two or more independent or distinct inventions." (MPEP 803.01, emphasis added.) 

In the 09/13/06 Election/Restriction Requirement, the Examiner concedes that the inven- 
tions claimed in the present application are "related," (i.e.. not independent) , as "process of mak- 
ing and product made," but contends they are distinct because, "In the instant case in [dependent] 
claim 34, [the] black matrix and the protrusion could be formed in two separate photolithography 
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